
 

 

 

 

New report: Indianapolis Cultural Trail has added $3 billion in assessed value, with 
population growth near the Trail five times the city average 

As the Cultural Trail prepares to kick off its 20th year, report spotlights its economic, 
cultural, and quality of life impacts 

INDIANAPOLIS (June 3, 2026) – The Indianapolis Cultural Trail: A Legacy of Gene and Marilyn 
Glick, is kicking off its 20th year as a significant economic driver for the City of Indianapolis, a 
new report shows. The 10-mile linear park founded in 2007 has created $3 billion in assessed 
property value along its path that directly supports city and other government services, and the 
population along the Trail has grown at five times the city average, according to the report, 
Indianapolis Cultural Trail: A Legacy of Gene and Marilyn Glick at 20: Connecting People, 
Places, and Possibility. The Trail has become an internationally recognized model for improving 
urban design through quality of life and connectivity.  

The report, based on an analysis by real estate, planning, and economic development advisers 
JLP+D, shows that retail space next to the Trail has increased by 39%, and food and beverage 
sales along the Trail are nearly double the city’s average per square foot. Today, more than 1 
million people use the Cultural Trail each year for commuting and transportation, recreation and 
exercise, and to explore the city. Nearly half (47%) of downtown Indianapolis residents live 
within a three-minute walk of the Trail. 

While growth has already been significant on the Trail, the report shows that underdeveloped 
land along the Trail is ripe for investment, with the potential to add $1.4 billion in value in the 
coming years. Since the Cultural Trail’s initial economic impact study was completed in 2015, its 
impact has grown from $1 billion to $3 billion, representing 200% growth over the past 11 years. 

“The Indianapolis Cultural Trail has grown to become Indy’s crown jewel as it has helped to fuel 
business, development, residential, and population growth and elevate the quality of life for 
residents and visitors alike,” said Kären Haley, executive director of the Indianapolis Cultural 
Trail, Inc., the nonprofit responsible for the Trail. “The Cultural Trail is driving billions in 
investment and making surrounding neighborhoods thriving destinations. As we enter the next 
phase for the Trail, we look forward to building upon our initial 20 years of impact.” 

Indianapolis Cultural Trail Builds a Stronger Indy 

●​ The Trail boasts 5.7 acres of native plants and greenspace, creating a safe and beautiful 
linear urban park. 

●​ The Pacers Bikeshare program, which is operated by the Cultural Trail, has 57 bike 
stations operating 24 hours a day, enabling tens of thousands of people to take more 
than one million rides across Indianapolis. 

●​ The Trail is recognized by urban planners around the world. Planners from Cologne, 
Germany; Portland, Ore.; Miami, Fla.; and many other cities have visited the Trail to 
study its impact, design, and management model. 

 



 

 

 

 

●​ The Trail has been named in one of the “Best Cities to See from a Bicycle Seat” by 
Orbitz and one of the “52 Places to Go in 2014” by the New York Times. 

●​ The Trail remains free, accessible, and open to all, connecting people from all walks of 
life.  

“For nearly 20 years, the Indianapolis Cultural Trail has helped transform Downtown 
Indianapolis into a more vibrant, connected, and economically competitive city,” said 
Indianapolis Mayor Joe Hogsett. “It is more than a trail. It is a nationally recognized public asset 
that drives investment, supports local businesses, connects neighborhoods, and improves 
quality of life for the people who live, work, play, and stay in our city. I am confident the Cultural 
Trail will remain a defining part of Indianapolis for generations to come.” 

The Future of the Indianapolis Cultural Trail 

As the Cultural Trail begins its 20th year, its focus is evolving from construction, expansion, and 
maintenance to long-term stewardship, more robust operations, and expanded public art and 
experiences. As the Trail grows and sees more development, the organization will need to grow 
and diversify its base of support, as well as its maintenance endowment, to ensure the Trail 
continues to be maintained with a high level of care and stewardship. 

“The Indianapolis Cultural Trail demonstrates what is possible when philanthropy, civic 
leadership, and community vision come together around a shared purpose,” said Marianne 
Glick, chair of the board of directors, Eugene & Marilyn Glick Family Foundation, and a longtime 
supporter of the trail. “Over the past two decades, the Cultural Trail has become a powerful 
cultural connector and a source of pride for Indianapolis. Stewarding the Trail into the future 
means continuing to invest in public art, programming, and the long-term care needed to keep 
this extraordinary community asset thriving.” 

“The Cultural Trail has played a major role in the growth of Cunningham Restaurant Group and 
in shaping the energy and growth of Downtown Indianapolis,” said Mike Cunningham, founder 
and CEO, Cunningham Restaurant Group. “Restaurants, retailers, and businesses along the 
Trail have benefited from the activity, connectivity, and vibrancy it brings to our city every day. 
Continued investment in the Trail is an investment in Indianapolis’ economy, hospitality industry, 
and future growth.” 

The full report can be found at indyculturaltrail.org/impact.  

About Indianapolis Cultural Trail Inc. 

Indianapolis Cultural Trail, Inc. creates, inspires and sustains connections and cultural 
experiences that are accessible for all. The Indianapolis Cultural Trail is both a 501(c)(3) 
not-for-profit organization and a world class, internationally recognized linear park: The 
Indianapolis Cultural Trail: A Legacy of Gene and Marilyn Glick. In partnership with the City of 
Indianapolis, the organization also manages Pacers Bikeshare and public destinations along 
and connected by the Cultural Trail. Learn more at indyculturaltrail.org. 
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